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dropped its level of financial support for the beamlines over time, shifting an increasingly higher 
percentage of usage costs to partners. 
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The national synchrotrons often have been at the forefront of new technological breakthroughs 
(e.g. SAXS, time-resolved crystallography, enabling determination of high- and higher-
resolution structures, etc.).  It’s important that the synchrotrons continue to have the resources to 
remain at the cutting-edge of technology. 
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The availability of training and quality of the training at synchrotrons has been outstanding. The 
workshops, on-site training and strong communication with users with the remote data collection 
program are well curated and have made them popular resources among synchrotron users. *
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Similar to the availability of training for the synchrotron resource technologies, the availability 
of training and quality of the training in data analysis methods and/or software use has been 
outstanding. The workshops, on-site training and strong communication with users with their 
remote data collection program are well curated and have made them popular among many users. 
 

E" 3?66$/.$)*755%07&1$/*-0%*'85%0(',6*.1$*234*5%06%78*.0*+$..$%*/$%($*.1$*%$/$7%&1*&088?,'.=*

The ASBMB suggests that NIGMS collaborate with scientific societies, including the ASBMB, 
host webinars, and participate in other events to inform the broader scientific community about 
the resources provided by the MSR program.  
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The structural biology community will continue to need access to both crystallography and cryo-
EM resources at the national and/or regional level.  
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To best capture the need for the NIGMS-supported synchrotron resources, the ASBMB 
recommends that NIGMS conduct an analysis of the number users requesting access to each of 
the NIGMS-supported beamlines to determine which synchrotrons are used more heavily than 
others. In addition, the society recommends that an expert, data-informed panel redistribute use 
of different synchrotron resources. 
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Community engagement is needed, as the field of structural biology is undergoing major changes 
with both experimental methods (cryo-EM, cryo-ET, mass spec) and methods such as AI 
emerge. The ASBMB would like to emphasize the importance of community engagement with 
broad representation from different types of institutions including R2 and research active 
institutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


